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life equal to the unconscious humour.   In his first novel, Gait
was as gentle and kindly as Smollett in his last and mellowest.
<* The         Humphry Clinker was undisguisedly the model for The Ayrshire
Ayrshire^ Legatees (1821), which had appeared the year before in Blackwood.
Legatees   ^^ ,g wrjtten jn letters, not in the Richardsonian manner, nor
altogether in that of Evelina;  but like those in Smollett's last
novel, by correspondents of incongruous dispositions and con-
trary points of view.   Dr Pringle, another Ayrshire divine with a
superficial resemblance to Goldsmith's Dr Primrose, comes up to
London with his wife, and his son and daughter, to see about a
legacy.   It is the year of the death of George III, and of the
proceedings against Queen  Caroline;   and Gait gives  their
ingenuous impressions of things he himself was witnessing.
Dr Pringle, who when he has a row with a hackney coachman
proceeds to take the number and finds it fastened on, is a very
rustic Matthew Bramble. His thrifty better-half does well enough
for Aunt Tabitha: and the sentimental Rachel and her brother
Andrew, who is "infected with the blue and yellow calamity of the
Edinburgh Review" * make a passable Lydia and Jerry Melford.
Parody of    This young gentleman's sumptuous style is an excellent parody
csn~         of the contemporary " highbrow."   He writes from Windsor a
schools      high-falutin account of the dead king's lying in state.
" A change came o'er the spirit of my dream," and I beheld
the scene suddenly illuminated, and the blaze of torches, the
glimmering of arms, and warriors and horses, while a mosaic of
human faces covered like a pavement the courts. A deep low
under sound pealed from a distance; in the same moment, a
trumpet answered with a single mournful note from the stateliest
and darkest portion of the fabric, and it was whispered in every
ear, " It is coming," Then an awful cadence of solemn music,
that affected the ear like silence, was heard at intervals, and a
numerous retinue of grave and venerable men,
"The fathers of their time,
Those mighty master spirits, that withstood
The fall of monarchies, and high upheld
Their country's standard, glorious in the storm,"
passed slowly before me, bearing the emblems and trophies of a
king.2
1 Established 1802.                                                              a Letter xii.